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Abstract

Comics is a type of illustrations, which are drawings and images
displayed in a chronological order, usually combined with texts in
speech balloons, and it is used for clarification. This type of illustrations
aims to transfer information, and to havean aesthetic and epistemic

effect on the audience.

Moreover, comics is a type of literature, in which the narrative is
represented in images. All comics theorists emphasize the value of the
creative cooperation between the two fields, as visuals and texts
interact in an open dialogue. The broad concept of comics allowed it to
be used not only for fun and entertainment but also in media and
marketing. Comics is distinguished for its systematic approach in

displaying ideas in an easy and focused manner.

Because of the importance of this field and its influence on audience,

this study comes to define and analyse the story structure, and to

0¥ 1A Gulinl — bl ikl — (ouibl] | — ol e 1§ Sl (gl e
oy



soual gauail) g1 o 1) gl JSudll i (o] S| i e ke S| i

clarify the integral relation between its elements and the elements of

the artistic form structure of comic books.

In order to know the structure of a comic book it is important to realize
the relation between the elements of a narrative, the structure of the
story and the structure of a comic and its elements, which are the same
as those of a narrative. The elements of a narrative are the theme, the
plot, the narration, the structure, the characters, the time and the place.
Actually, there are different story structures; the simplest one is the
traditional one which consists of three parts (The introduction, the
climax and the resolution). As for the artistic form of comics, it has
three main elements which are images, sequence and structure. The
arrangement of the visual signals and the intended features, which
combine together to show the relation between the sequence of
drawings and a certain temporal system, contributes to the proper
reading of the story whether its events are slow, rapid, sequential,
intermittent or rotational. Also, through the motion of lines, colors,

effects, signals and impressions, the sequential juxtaposed panels can
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provide the reader with the sense of time and information meant.
Comics is constructed of different parts but all of them act together as
one unit. We conclude that comics is an integrated work, and the more
the elements inside the story are unified, the more they have

interrelated meanings.

Therefore, studying the structure of comics, the relations between its
elements and how to perceive them is a very important field of study to

be tackled in the Arab word and particularly in Egypt.
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