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Abstract

In the third decade of the twentieth century, Sudanese art flourished
and marked the beginning of the emergence of individualism in
painting, i.e. the artist paints to express their own visions and to
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communicate with others through their pure creative experience.
Artists began to use new materials and techniques led by the artist
"Ibrahim El-Salahi", who reused some local materials to prepare
various surfaces such as cloth, wood, and paper. He excelled in using
oil colors and charcoal. Perhaps what concerned him primarily was
the concept of preserving his Sudanese African identity in the face of
the Western trends. Ibrahim El-Salahi's painting practice is not
limited to the aesthetic dimension only, but also extends to the
intellectual quest to establish a philosophical questioning about the
role of the artist in his society.

“Ibrahim El-Salahi” was busy expressing his cultural environment
and searching for art forms that help form contemporary art, which
bears different features from the traditional arts inherited, as the
hallmarks of this modern and contemporary African artist are his
creative independence, and his reinterpretation of traditional
heritage, whether it is expressed in abstract or realistic form. The
Faculty of Arts - which was established when he was the Sudanese
Minister of Culture - formed a bridge to link Sudanese artists with
the traditions of European art in terms of techniques, materials, and
forms. Additionally, the Khartoum School emerged as an important
movement in the Sudanese art space characterized by its own
aesthetic and stylistic vision.

Keywords: identity, symbolism, geopolitics, globalization
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